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Take your training to the next level with

Training Mules and Donkeys
with Meredith Hodges

¥ Learn the keys to superior
athletic conditaning

& Train using sale, resistance-free
technigues

# Receive personal coaching
from Meredith by phone or e-mail

Work smarter and see real results
with this award-winning series
now available on DVD!
For Informaiion or to order..
R16-7566
eeranch.com

Kids love Jasper! Get the newest Jasper adventure...

Jasper:
A Turkey Tale

and collect the entire series
of family-friendly stories with heart!

Jasper
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Wiritten by Meredith Hodges and
illustrated by Tennesses Mule Artist
Bonnie Shields
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Cowboy Culture
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Shades of
Familiarity

The featured artist at the

16th anmual Coors Western
Art Exhibit & Sale n Denver,
Colorado, Earmel Timmons
enjoys drawing scenes to which
every horse ownear can ralate.

INTERVIEW BY JENMNIFER DENISON

Artist: Karmel Timmons

Hometown: Elbert, Colorado

Years as a professional artist: 8
Lducation: I'm a self-tanght artist, but !
did take some college classes and quickly
decided art school wasn't for me. [ had
my oty ideas about art, and 1didn'twam
anyone Lo el me low W dodt | leaened the
basics, though, and that was very helplul
Media: When | was in schoaol, | worlked
in several media so 1 could have a well-
rounded background, bt T always feli
more comiortable with oy pencil, | wanl
Ly prursuie paiiiti ng scaneday, but T koo 1l
always worle in pencil Lo some desree,
Western backgrommd: My father wasinthe
U5 Navy and we moved almost every vear,
so 1 didn’t get to grow up around horse,
Aller | mel my hushand, Matt, and mevl
ter the countey when [was around 31, we
Berght oy horses and were really excited
about living that lfestvle, Floweser, we soan
realized how much time is requived Lo veally
tuke horsermanship seriously. With all of
the time we spent traveling, owning horse
wats Just unrealistic for us, so we made the
difficult decision tosell them,

Vested in the vaquers: Colorado trainer
Mindy Bower introduced me to the saquen
and buclaroa, She commissioned me o

e a harae i a twee-rein, which I'd never

seen, She explained the steps invalved in
making a finished bridle horse, ©loand
the histors very interesting, and 1 like
drawing horses and gear with historical
significance,

Mindy and her brather-in-law, Buck
Brannaman, have served as subjects for
some of my drawings, Their passion far




Hearf of Gofd, 16 by 23 inches

preserving the legacy of the vaquero is
infecticus, and watching them ride and
work cattle al events such as The Califor-
nics Ranch Roping & Stock Horse Cantest
i AImaEing,

Inspirations: I'm inspired by a good-
lnoking horse with a great expression,
st ot necessarily a nicely groomed
horse, 1 like my art to tell the story of real
harses, working horses that aren’t always
picture-perfect. When | capture a horse's
mead or whal he's thinking, people get
it because they've seen the same thing in
their horses,

Farliest childhood art memory: When |
was u child, my mather was working on
getting an art degree, so she always had
art stuff lying around. The coalest thing,
however, was when the babysitter brougli
all kinds of paper and crayons to keep us
ot of her hair. It worked, and 1still think
of her when [smell cravons,

Riggest inhibitor of creativity: Dead-
lines! s hard to explain to people how
far in advance [ have to think, Most people
belicve that artists ave free, but that's not
the case at all.

Ups and downs: The biggest chatlenge
of working with pencil is the time-con-
suming nature of the medium, Having the
patience Lo sit there, dav inand dav oul, o
achieve the final product can be mentally
challenging, but Tve rrained mysel Do con-
centrate and keep the pencil on the paper,
The best part-of working in pencil is the
control. [ know exactly how the pencil is
poing to go onand how o achieve certain
textures.

Ranch Hands,
Newest piece: The picce I've 18 by 24%% inches
created for the Coors Western
Art Exhibit & Sale s the Targes!
drawing 1 have ever done, [1
shonwes a horse in each ot the three
stages of bridle-horse training. It
took a long time to dras, but icll
be beautiful anopening night.

For more information: Visit an
the Web karmeltimmons.com or

altermann.com,
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